
 

BaljuAdivasi before intervention 

BaljuAdivasi after intervention 

 

I am Balju God, resident of Patna Village, Bijawar 

Block, Chhattarpur District, Madhya-Pradesh. I am 

approximately 65 years old and I have spent my 

entire life in this village but my old eyes had never 

seen any development project in my village. I have 5 

acres land that I have allotted from government on 

lease but the land was useless for me as there was no 

water for irrigation but HARITIKA had started to 

work on “Wadi Development Project” and motivated 

all of us to work with them but we all knew that 

without water it was not possible and the same thing 

happened. Then HARITIKA had again intervened 

with construction of water conservation structures.  

But as you all know we are tribes and we don’t have 

any option other than daily activities like: labour 

work, collection of tendu patta etc. for our livelihood 

so no one was interested in such a long term project 

as it was not giving us any short term benefits. Then 

HARITIKA has proposed a Vegetable cropping 

project to us but no one was ready to do that also as 

they thought that it would not work. I was the first 

person to take this project and I was very happy 

while doing this. I had sown vegetables like: Bitter 

gourd, bottle gourd, tomato and lady fingers in my 

field in the spaces between wadis. I didn’t do this 

with mere intention of money but my real intention 

was to remain self-dependent in this old age too. 

When vegetables had grown I had given those for 

selling to one young person in market because I was 

incapable of going to market and I got 1000 INR 

from my first selling and after that my income from 

vegetable selling was more than 1500 INR monthly. 

After first support from HARITIKA now I am buying 

seeds from my own money and no doubt I am very 

happy.  

Thank u HARITIKA & Give India for not only giving us 

livelihood but also for giving us hope that we can 

also do something for us. 
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