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A village that is situated on the Nowgong to Mahoba Highway road, having aanganwadi, primary & 

middle schools but in spite of all that no one can imagine that before 4 years, the women & children 

of each household, had to fetch water from their so called nearby sources that is approximately 1-2 

km far from their houses.  

There were total 3 hand-pumps in the village but in the summer season the two hand-pumps used to 

get dry. In this village in spite of being the road side village, Isolated trees dot the dusty thirsty land. 

Not a soul will be in sight. Humans and animals alike will be closeted indoors to escape the swelter-

ing heat. It is not unusual for the afternoon temperatures to cross 48 C in summer season.   But in 

such a critical situation the women  & the girls of the village could be seen easily while holding their 

empty pots in one hand and a finger of their small children in the another.  This condition was not 

applied only to water problems but also the identical problems were being faced in sanitation issue. 

The available options for resolving the problems related to sanitation to the women and girls of this 

village were only two:  

 Either they would go for open defecation in near by fields or on road sides before 5 a.m. in the 

morning. 

 Or they would go for open defecation in near by fields or on road sides after 7 p.m. in the even-

ing. 

“ This was the actual situation of village Manpura of Nowgong Block, Chhatarpur District, Madhya-

Pradesh  before 4 years i.e. in the year 2009.” 

By seeing the plight of situation, HARITIKA 

with the support of “Just a Drop” and funded by 

“Reed Elsevier Travel Exhibitions” had imple-

mented the “Community Based Rural Water 

Supply & Environment Sanitation Project” un-

der which there was provision of-: 

 Community Based Water Supply Scheme for 

tapped water supply in each household 

 Twin Pit Latrine cum Bathroom for each 

household 

 Construction of  four Check-dams for Source 

Sustainability   
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This project has been implemented with the participatory  and inclusive approach in which from 

planning to withdrawal phase community participation has been ensured. For sustainability of project 

Village Water & Sanitation Committee has been formed democratically and in the account of VWSC 

each water connection holder has deposited 1,000 INR as community contribution. For the construc-

tion of twin pit latrine cum bathroom, the support was only of 3,000 INR while all the remaining 

costs were bore   by the beneficiaries as community contribution. Today 4 years of implementation 

of project has been completed and situation of the same village has been amazingly changed. The 

village is same but the condition is completely different. Now in this village there is  tapped water sup-

ply in each household as well as twin pit latrine cum bathroom with soak pits can also be seen in eve-

ry household. All those women and girl children who were used to collect water from 2 kims away, 

now get water within their home and the preserved time, they use for other economical works like-

girls in their education and women in their fields and all those who were used to defecate in open, 

either in road side at nights or in fields in day, have become habitual of using their toilets. 

“ This is the actual situation of village Manpura of Nowgong Block, Chhatarpur District, Madhya-

Pradesh  after 4 years of implementation of project i.e. in the year 2013” 

A Miracle for Rakhsa 

Gone are the days when girls used to be treated like liability of the family 

and age was very important factor for depicting maturity level of human 

beings. Raksha a small girl of 8 years old hails to village Manpura of 

Chhatarpur district has negated a general perception. She is student of 

2nd standard. She acted as catalyzer in her own house and also for local 

people. In spite of having toilet facility in houses people used to go for 

open defecation but this girl has motivated her family members as well 

as other villagers to use toilet facility.  

She welcomes our staff members with enthusiasm. One day she has 

shared her life experience with us and told us why she adore us and our 

staff members. She said us “ Going for open defecation is like a night-

mare for me before intervention of HARITIKA there was no toilet and 

water supply connection in my house but when you people have come 

in our village for mobilization I felt you have magic wand that can solve 

my problems, since I was very scared from the day when my grand-

mother has become a victim of snake bite and seeing snakes on going 

for open defecation was normal and very scary. Due to fear of snakes I 

was going at roadside for natural call but there also big speedy vehicles 

were running on roads like monsters and made me so timid that I kept 

on ignoring my natural call by the time it became intolerable. ”  

While talking with her, her grand mother said with proud feeling, “ 

When the latrine was constructed, she firstly started to use it and after 

seeing her enthusiasm, we thought to use it with lots of hesitation but 

At last Rakhsa has said, “ Thanks to Just a 

Drop & HARITIKA as they had chosen us 

for this facility, my friends don’t have. 

Do the same for my friends also.” 


